
NOVENA
A stone’s throw from the city, 
Novena offers a well-rounded 
environment to live, work and 
play. The area will continue to 
be rejuvenated while recreation 
spaces are enhanced to keep 
them fresh and relevant.

 

For more information and photo credits, visit the Draft Master Plan 2013 exhibition 
website at www.ura.gov.sg/MS/DMP2013. N
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Medical & Commercial Facilities in Novena
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Disclaimer: This brochure aims to give a broad idea of future developments in 
the next five years and does not form part of the Draft Master Plan 2013. All 
information provided is updated as at October 2013 but may be subject to change 
depending on developmental needs. While reasonable endeavours have been 
made to ensure the accuracy of the information provided, locations shown in the 
maps as well as illustrations are indicative only, and the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority disclaims all liability for any injury, loss or damage whatsoever that may 
arise as a result of any inaccuracy, error or omission in the information.

Copyright © 2013.  All rights reserved.

How towns are planned
Our towns are planned with a comprehensive range of 
facilities to meet the needs of current and future residents. 
These include housing, shops, schools, libraries, sports 
facilities, community clubs and parks – all important in 
ensuring a liveable, self-sufficient town. The facilities are 
carefully distributed across each town to ensure good 
accessibility, supported by an efficient transport network. 
Most towns also have commercial nodes and other 
employment centres such as industrial estates and business 
parks within the town or nearby, to provide job opportunities 
close to homes. These facilities and employment centres will 
be developed according to demand.

The detailed planning and implementation of plans for each 
town is a joint effort of many government agencies.



Economy: More jobs 
closer to home
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New commercial developments in Novena are set 
to serve up fresh employment, entrepreneurial 
and retail opportunities. 

The area around Novena MRT station is a lively commercial 
hub, anchored by established shopping centres and office 
developments. In the next few years, there will be a new 
mixed-use development comprising a hotel, medical suites 
and retail shops at the junction of Thomson and Irrawaddy 
Roads, complementing the growth of medical facilities 
nearby. It will also be connected with Novena MRT Station 
and adjoining developments through covered walkways and 
a future underground pedestrian network. 
 
Balestier is well-known for its traditional eateries and the 
distinctive streetscape of its conserved shophouses. The 
Zhongshan Park integrated development adds new options 
with its two hotels, an office tower and Zhongshan Mall, a 
retail mall with a supermarket and F&B outlets.

Leisure: New reasons to be outdoors Travel within Novena and to other parts of 
Singapore will be faster and more convenient 
with the following enhancements to roads and public 
transport services, including:  

•	 Three	new	MRT	stations	will	be	constructed	along	the		
 Downtown Line 2 at Newton, Stevens and Botanic   
 Gardens by 2016. Newton and Botanic Gardens   
 will connect with the existing North-South and Circle  
 Lines respectively
•	 Two	more	stations	will	be	added	along	the	Thomson Line  
 at Mount Pleasant and Stevens (an interchange with the  
 Downtown Line 2) by 2021
•	 A	new arterial road will be constructed between Adam  
 Road and MacRitchie Viaduct by 2017
•	 Road	improvements	along	Bukit Timah Road / Dunearn  
 Road to alleviate traffic congestion near Newton Circus  
 are under study
•	 The	upcoming	North-South Expressway will reduce  
 travelling time to the city centre and alleviate traffic  
 load on major arterial roads, such as Marymount Road  
 and Thomson Road
•	 Road	improvements	will	be	carried	out	around	the	Tan  
 Tock Seng Hospital in tandem with developments in the area

Residents in Novena today enjoy many recreational spaces 
nearby, including MacRitchie Reservoir Park and the 
Singapore Botanic Gardens. In the coming years, new park 
connectors will bring these green spaces even closer to 
home. These links expand the existing network of park 
connectors, which provide leisurely routes to Toa Payoh 
Town Park and Kallang Riverside. 

Residents can also enjoy the newly completed Zhongshan 
Park, a first-of-its-kind development with a public park 
alongside commercial offerings at Balestier Road. The 
park’s design draws on the rich heritage of the Balestier 
Conservation Area and the historical legacy of the Sun Yat 
Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall. 

The Novena area encompasses a wide variety of 
housing options, ranging from the mature public 
housing estates in Whampoa, apartments along 
vibrant Balestier Road to tranquil landed residences in 
Chancery Lane and Caldecott Hill. Residents enjoy the 
convenience of easy access to public transport and a 
wide variety of amenities and services. 

To provide more housing choices for residents, 
Whampoa Estate will be rejuvenated with new 
housing projects. 

More amenities and community facilities will also be 
added to serve the needs of existing and future 
residents. For example, Tan Tock Seng Hospital will 
be expanded with additional health and medical
care facilities.

Housing: Better living environment 
for Singaporeans

Transport: Smoother, 
shorter journeys
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